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“MAY 2026” 
Well April has been a very tough month for us with 
Elaine’s sister passing away the 31st of March.  I now 
have seen first-hand how some families handle their 
inheritance, and this case isn’t very pretty!  I have been 
involved in trying to keep this civilized as there is a Trust 
and Will but the executor is really causing problems.  
Then her one son’s, son, came to live with her sister 
unannounced and that created even more problems. 
 
I finally got the son’s issue resolved and now onto the 
next problem!  So, neither one of us has been sleeping 
very well lately but hope things are starting to calm 
down.  

I don’t have much to share regarding Corvette stuff this 
month and I haven’t even driven the Vette in several 
weeks!  But one item regarding our Corvette Club, did 
everyone see Barbara Renna and Gordie Woo, listed in 
Memoriam in the Blue Bars, Spring 2026?  It was nice 
seeing them being thought of.  
 
So that’s all I have for this month and looking forward 
seeing everyone on the 5th.  
Thanks, 
Dan Flanigan, President    
 
Thanks, 
Dan Flanigan, President
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April Event Recap: 

Hello Corvette West members, if you are reading this, we are all enjoying another 

day on the green side of the grass.  I'm writing this from my driveway so I can have 

access to secure Wi-Fi.  We have been forced to vacate our home as it has been 

invaded by termites.  My house is under a tent, and all my food and anything else 

I don't want to be exposed to poisonous gas is double bagged in plastic.  Needless 

to say, we've been a little busy. 

 

Editor’s Note: Everybody had a great 

time and former Corvettes West 

members Doug and Jackie Lyon were 

in town and able to join us.  It’s 

always a good time to be with other 

“Corvetters”.  April was Monty's 

Choice went well, great BBQ and even 

better company, truly a great time. 

 

May Event:  Sherman's Deli & Bakery 

For May we are going to Sherman's Deli & Bakery 401 E. Tahquitz Way, Palm 

Springs, Ca. 92262. We will meet at Starbucks Yucaipa, 31515 Yucaipa Bl. 92399, 

9:00am Thursday May 21st.  We will leave Starbucks approximately 9:30 caravan 

to Sherman's with plans to arrive approximately 10:30. 

 

July event: Kent Browning's Private Museum  
This museum is in Cerritos CA. 

We’ll have a run there on Sat. July 11th. 

More information to come soon. 

 

Event RSVP information 

If you wish to attend either of these events please contact me, 

Wade Hilliard via text (951) 312-9946 

or email whill59210@gmail.com



Another look at the 
“Third Space” 

The air in May was unusually crisp, the kind 
that smelled of lilac and impending rain, but 
inside Carolyn’s Cafe—the neighborhood’s 
undisputed Third Space—the atmosphere was 
thick with the scent of roasted coffee and the 
low hum of relaxed conversation. It was a place 
neither home nor work, a, "Great Good Place" 
as Dan Flanigan, would call it, that anchored 
the community in the spring. 
 
Bob, a retired mechanic who now acted as the 
informal "host" of the 9:00 AM coffee crew, was 
already sitting in his usual corner chair. He 
didn’t need to order; Dianna, the young barista 
with a penchant for 60s rock, set a black coffee 
and a blueberry scone on his table as soon as 
he walked in. 
 
"It’s buzzing early today," Dianna remarked, 
nodding toward the back tables. 
 
Bob smiled. In May, the town seemed to wake 
up from its winter slumber. The Carolyn’s 
offered a "neutral ground" where social status 
was irrelevant, and conversation was the main 
activity. At the long, community-shared oak 
table, Mr. Swift was debating with the new guy 
in town, Phil, who worked remotely and 
struggled to find his footing in the town until 
he stumbled upon this café. They were arguing 
about the zoning for the upcoming town park—
a classic Third Space function, serving as a hub 
for civic discussion and informal democracy. 
 
"You can't just pave over the dandelion patch!" 
Mr. George Swift insisted, his eyes playful but 

firm. "It's where the kids go play Soccer." 
 
"I'm just saying, a walking path would make it 
more accessible," Phil countered, smiling. He 
hadn't known anyone in the town a month ago, 
but now, he was a regular. 
 
Nearby, two local artists were sketching on 
napkins, and a young woman was engrossed in 
a book, taking advantage of the warm, quiet 
"cocoon" the space provided. 
 
By noon, the café's glass doors were propped 
open, letting in the cool, blooming May air. The 
line between inside and outside blurred. People 
who had been absorbed in their work—the 
"second place"—dropped in to chat, laugh, and 
"take a break from all their worries," just like 
the classic neighborhood spots described. 
 
As the sun began to dip behind the neighboring 
buildings, leaving a pink glow over the streets, 
the café grew cozy. The afternoon tea crowd 
mingled with those stopping for an early 
evening refreshment, exemplifying the "social 
solvent" of the Third Space. 
 
Bob, still in his corner, observed the scene. It 
was in these simple moments of connection 
that the community's social vitality was kept 
alive. In the "merry month of May," in this little 
Third Space, nobody was alone. 
 
Author:  Unknown, however this is a “Corvettes 
West”  story 
 
Randy Redden 
Vice President 

MAY 

JERRY OCALLAGHAN .........03 

RAY CLARK.......................05 

GEORGE SWIFT.................05 

KAREN HOLTHE ................09 

LYNETTE KAPLAN .............13 

RON RICHARDSON ............14 

GREG MESSICK .................22

Corvettes West 
General meetings 

are held the 
first TUESDAY 

of the month at 6pm 
 at Riverside Elks 

Lodge #643 
6166 Brockton Ave.  

Riverside, 92506 
Dinner 6:00 PM 

Meeting 7:00 PM 
 

Our Business meetings  
are held on Monday 

before the general 
meeting via ZOOM. 

 
Fast Track articles 

are due by the 18th 
of each month. 

 
They may be hand 

delivered to George Swift 
or emailed to 

corvettenews@gmail.com 
Email is preferred



1 When was the first 
Corvette Grand Sport? 
q 1962 
q 1963 
q 1964 
q 1965 
 
2  How many were sold to 
the public? 
q 10 
q 5 
q 3 
q 0 
 
3  How many were built? 
q 10 
q  5 
q  4 
q  3 
 
4 What was the 2nd year of 
the Grand Sport  
q 1992 
q 1994 
q 1995 
q 1996 

5  What was the engine in 
2nd Grand Sport 
q LT4 
q LT5 
q LT6 
q LT7 
 
6  What was the 3rd year of 
the Grand Sport 
q 2010 
q 2011 
q 2012 
q 2013 
 
7 What was the 4th year of 
the Grand Sport 
q 2017 
q 2018  
q 2019 
q 2020 
 
8 What is the engine in the 
new Grand Sport 
q 5.7 Litre 
q 6.7 Litre 
q 6.2 Litre 
q 6.6 litre 

9 what models will the new 
Grand Sport have 
q Grand Sport -Z 
q Grand Sport 
q Grand Sport -X 
q Grand Sport _Y 
 
10 What year will the new 
Grand Sport be available  
q 2026 
q 2027 
q 2028 
q 2029 
 
Born to Beat Ferrari 🏎�  
The original 1963 Grand Sport was 
secretly developed by Zora Arkus-
Duntov to compete against Ferrari 
on the track—despite GM’s racing 
ban at the time. 
 
Lightweight Beast ⚡ 
The original Grand Sport used 
fiberglass and aluminum to 
drastically cut weight—giving it a 
huge advantage on the racetrack.

The Answers to 
trivia Questions 
from last month’s 
newsletter

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3
3

3
3

The “Legend’ of Corvette Grand Sport

10 Trivia Questions 10 Trivia Questions

Sorry, The years 
posted were wrong, 
I did it on purpose 
as a test.  LOL.
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San Bernardino..........................Phone: 909-885-6503
420 E. Hospitality Lane  Suite A7 & A8 

New Hours ...........................................Open Sunday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Except Tuesday 6am-1pm and Thursday 10:30-5:30pm 

 
Ontario......................................Phone: 909-987-3158

1959 East Fourth Street 
New Hours..................................Open Sunday, Tuesday-Friday 7am-2pm 

Except Mondays 10:30-5:30pm 
 

La Quinta...................................Phone: 760-777-8844
79-215 Corporate Centre Drive 

New Hours ...........................................Open Sunday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Except Wednesday 10:30-5:30pm 

 
Riverside ...................................Phone: 951-687-2530

4006 Van Buren Blvd. 
New Hours.........................................Open Sunday - Saturday 7am-2pm; 

Except Thursdays 10:30-5:30pm 

Victorville..................................Phone: 760-843-9700
12520 Business Center Drive 

New Hours.........................................Open Sunday - Saturday 7am-2pm; 
Except Thursday 10:30-6:30pm 

 
Murrieta....................................Phone: 951-973-7777

40365 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, Suite 1 
 

Rancho Mirage...........................Phone: 760-797-8496
42390 Bob Hope Dr., Suite 1B 

New Hours..................................Open Sunday & Monday 10:30-5:30pm; 
Closed Tuesday & Thursday; Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 7am-2pm 

 
Hemet.....................................909-386-6803  EXT. 181

3377 W. Florida Ave. 
New Hours ........................Open Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7am-2pm; 

Except Monday Thursday 10:30-5:30pm; Closed Friday & Saturday 

BLOOD BANK CENTERS ARE LOCATED AS FOLLOWS:

Welcome one and all to the warmer days of the New Year.  Now that it’s 

getting warmer is the time to renew the donating.  In addition to falls 

related to cold weather, there are still folks having surgery, having falls 

on stairs, and not to leave out car accidents.  Hospitals are in constant 

need of whole blood as well as blood products. 

 

When I first moved to California, I was looking for an area in which to 

donate.  As it turned out, I found Lifestream Blood Bank and I have been 

donating there on a regular basis ever since.  I also found CORVETTES 

WEST, a car club that interested me. 

 

Once I started donating, it became a habit I enjoyed.  The staff at the 

Lifestream Center were pleasant and the people who I helped were 

grateful and frequently thanked me for helping their family members 

in a time of need.  I was shopping in Macy’s when I heard someone 

calling my name.  Turned out it was a Club Member who wanted to 

know if I would donate for his wife.  Of course, the answer for me was 

“YES”I definitely would donate for his wife.  Donating is very giving of 

self and a very satisfying thing to do.  The medical Community needs 

us all to donate.  Help save someone’s life.  The life may be a loved one 

 

“SAVE A LIFE”.  Knowing you were able to save a life is rewarding. 

Bill Dodge

Please make donating a priority in your life.  Save a Life - The life you save may be a loved one.









Tom Bell Corvettes:

SPONSOR’S 
REPRESENTATIVE

Stevan Wilkinson | Internet/Fleet Manager | 909-557-2011 Call/Text

Corvette West Family - We have 1 new 2025 Z06 still remaining! We need your help to get rid of this car! We have as of today, a $18,000 dealer discount 
on it plus if you are a current Corvette or Camaro owner of a 2012 or newer there is a $4k rebate in addition to our dealer discount for a grand savings 
of $22,000 off MSRP.  
 
We also have one new E-ray, 5 Coupe stingrays (four are 1LT's and one is a 2LT.) 2 stingray convertible 2LT's that are available. We have 1 Riptide blue 
Z06 getting ready to be shipped along with 2 other Z06's that getting built next month. 



PO Box 56837 Riverside, Ca. 92517


