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SEPTEMBER 
2026 

First off, I want to Thank Randy for handing the 

August meeting for me as I was with my family 

on our Canada Trip Celebrating my 80th 

Birthday.  As I mentioned last month, 19 of us 

went on this train trip and what a great trip it was 

and the weather was just perfect. 

 

We left from LA and took an overnight train trip 

to Vancouver which is where we started our great 

adventure. We spent two days in Vancouver, 

toured the city and did a couple of fun things. 

First, we did the “Fly Over Canada”, which was a 

4D virtual flight ride over Canada which was just 

awesome. Then we went to the “Vancouver 

Lookout”, which is some 20 stories high building 

to a revolving restaurant where we had a light 

lunch and had a great view of the entire city of 

Vancouver. 

 

Then on to Kamloops where we just spent the 

night. Next was the train ride to Jasper going 

through some beautiful country where we spent 

two days.  On the way to Jasper, we stopped and 

took the Jasper Sky Tram up Whistlers Mountain, 

which is around 7,500 feet, for a light lunch and 

had an incredible view of the city and the Valley 

below.  Before leaving the train, as Jasper was the 

last stop, I got with all the family members and 

we collected a nice some of money that I was 

going to give all the Servers and the Cooks as a 

major Thank You for all the great service and 

great food we had received throughout the trip!  

  

 

No sooner than after I gave all train members 

their gifts and returned to my seat, all of the crew 

came out with a Happy Birthday tray with several 

treats on it for me and then they gave me a very 

special Birthday Card signed by all of them!  As 

we left the train, I think all of us, including the 

crew had tears in our eyes as we stepped away 

and headed for the bus!  What an incredible 

experience and the words on the card said “it was 

one of their best experiences while working on 

the train” ! 

   

Then from Jasper we took a bus ride to Lake 

Louise but made two stops before getting there.  

Our first stop was at a glacier where we took a 

special Glacier Mobile that traveled onto the 

Glacier and we were able to walk around and take 

some photos and see this beautiful blue ice.  Then 

we went on to the Columbia Icefield Skywalk 

which is around 1,000 feet in the air, and hangs 

out over the edge some 100 plus feet and it has a 

glass floor and It’s not for the faint hearted! 

 

Then on to Lake Louise which is a spectacular place.  

Now while trying to find my way out towards the 

Lake to meet some family members, I got a little lost 

and I happened to meet a gentleman named Oscar, 

who had a jacket on with a name tag on it who said 

he would help me outside. 

 

While walking to the outside he said he worked in 

the hotel and we started to talk.  I told him that 

we were from Southern California and it was 

special Birthday Trip for me as I was turning 80, 

and tonight was our last night.  I said I was going 

to surprise the family by treating them to our last 

dinner in Canada at the Alpine Social Restaurant, 

which we had eaten there the night before as the 

food and service was very good.  

While eating our dinner that night I happen to 

look over and see Oscar talking to one of our 

servers and said to myself this must be where he 

was working!  The next thing I noticed is that he 

came over and introduced himself as the 

Restaurant Manager and he said he had some 

special treats for us as he understood it was my 

Birthday.  He gave everyone a special dessert, and 

then gave all the adults an after-dinner drink and 

then he gave me a very expensive bottle of 

Whiskey, and all of this as a gift from the hotel!! 

What a way to end an incredible Birthday Trip. 

 

Now I hope there is enough room to share what a 

great Summer Party we had at our house.  We 

had the TCB Flash Band, who performed last year, 

and did a great job and didn’t even take a break 

after several hours of performing.  Then there 

was the special entertainment treat of John 

Fisher who performed as Tom Jones, the Dean 

Martin and then as Elvis!  Wow, what a showman 

this guy was! 

 

We also played games, putting and bean bag but 

this time we had separated the Men’s group and 

Women’s group which I felt was fairer and 

everyone agreed.  I will announce the winners at 

our September meeting. 

 

Looking forward seeing everyone at our 

September meeting on the 1st!  

 

Thanks, 

Dan Flanigan, President   



Hello Corvettes West Members, 
Hello Corvettes West members.  I’m writing to you from San Diego where 

the daytime high temperature is about 20 degrees cooler than home.  I’m here to participate in 

the 19th annual “Bike the Bay” bicycle ride.  It’s the only time when you can ride a bicycle over 

the Coronado Bridge.  Fun stuff! 

 

I hope everyone who attended the Summer Party had fun.  I really regret missing it.  The timing 

just didn’t work for me.  My 50 year high school class reunion was scheduled the same day as 

the Summer Party.  I really hate it when fun stuff gets in the way of other fun stuff.  I have to 

choose and my “fear of missing out” kicks in to overdrive. 

 

I went to the reunion and I’m really glad that I did.  I was talking to a guy and I assumed he 

played basketball, due to his height.  I asked “Hey, did you play on the team with James Wiles?”  

He looked at me and said “I am James Wilkes”….  Fifty years, wow!  I remember him due to lots 

of media coverage.  James was a standout basketball player in high school and college (UCLA).  

He was drafted by the Chicago Bulls.  The last time I saw James was on TV.  He and I didn’t know 

each other, but I knew his sister Sheila.  Anyway, it was a comical moment. 

 

For me, September brings the Silver State Classic Challenge, held in Ely Nevada, and the 

Lighthouse Century bicycle ride in Morro Bay California 

 

For our September Event we will be going to the Tom Day Museum in Corona on Saturday Sept. 

12th.  Please see the flyer for this run in this Newsletter.  There will be a signup sheet at our 

September 1st General Meeting at the Elk’s Lodge. (We need a head count for this 7 to 10 days 

prior to the run.) You can also RSVP 

to me.   

 

I am open to suggestions for our 

October and November runs. 

 

If you plan to attend our “Run to the 

Tom Day Museum”, Please call me, 

 

Wade Hilliard by text 951-312-9946 

or email: Whill59210@gmail.om 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
PRESIDENT 

Dan Flanigan......................951-712-6953 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Randy Redden....................949-202-6047 
SECRETARY 

Kristi Richardson ................951-545-1006 
TREASURER 

Gene Renna .......................951-367-9057 
NCCC GOVERNOR 

Dan Flores ..........................949-279-8341 
SERGEANT AT ARMS 

Rick MacGillivray ...................909-864-7347 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 

Wade Hilliard .....................951-312-9946 
PRODUCTS COORDINATOR 

Marjorie Randolph .............951-205-5649 
FAST TRACK EDITOR 

George Swift ......................951-743-1917 
 

COMMITT EE CHAIRPERSONS 
CLUB HISTORIAN 

John Blackledge .................951-317-9346 
RAFFLE 

Cathy Flores ...................................626-419-5718 
SUNSHINE & SHADOWS 

Gail Flores ......................................626-221-1229 
SPONSOR REPRESENTATIVE 

Bill Dodge ..........................951-204-4824 
HOMECOMINGS 

Monty Clark........................951-502-9050 
HELPING HANDS 

Sharon MacGillivray...............909-864-7347 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

John Blackledge .................951-317-9346 
CHAPLIN 

Joan Redden ......................951-776-0235

See Our 
September 

Drive & Dine 
Event Flyer 
on Page 8

For me September brings the Silver State Classic 

Challenge, held in Ely Nevada, and the Lighthouse 

Century bicycle ride in Morro Bay California.



SEPTEMBER 
Member 

Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bday . . . . . . . Since 

LINDA JOHNSON  . . . . . .04  . . . . . .2005 

BARBARA CARIAS  . . . . .08  . . . . . . . . . . 

RICHARD CARIAS  . . . . . .13  . . . . . . . . . . 

DAVE RICHARDS  . . . . . .14  . . . . . .2017 

DIANE AUDIBERT . . . . . .15  . . . . . .1997 

GAIL FLORES . . . . . . . . . .21  . . . . . .1980 

GENE RENNA  . . . . . . . . .23  . . . . . .2000 

KATIE KENNEDY  . . . . . . .23  . . . . . .2023 

BOB CADMAN . . . . . . . . .25  . . . . . .2000 

FREDDIE LANE  . . . . . . . .25  . . . . . .2022 

ERIC WING  . . . . . . . . . . .27  . . . . . .2017

Corvettes West 
General meetings 

are held the 
first TUESDAY 

of the month at 6pm 
 at Riverside Elks 

Lodge #643 
6166 Brockton Ave.  

Riverside, 92506 
Dinner 6:00 PM 

Meeting 7:00 PM 
 

Our Business meetings  
are held on Monday 

before the general 
meeting via ZOOM. 

 
Fast Track articles 

are due by the 18th 
of each month. 

 
They may be hand 

delivered to George Swift 
or emailed to 

corvettenews@gmail.com 
Email is preferred

September: A Very Special Month 
Before I dive into this months’ diatribe, I’d like to 
give a shout out to Dan Flanigan, for the hosting of 
Corvettes West summer social at his and Elaine’s 
Redlands home, this past month. Other than the 
many polished fiberglass legends gleaming in the 
California sun, and the usual splendid hospitality 
bestowed by both Dan and Elaine, Dan had 
arraigned for some surprising entertainment this 
year. Most notably a Tom Jones, Dean Martin and 
Elvis Presley impersonator. This year’s event was a 
classic example of a “Third Space”, which I have 
written about in past articles. For those of you who 
weren’t able to make this year’s summer event, you 
missed a great time.   
 
Now to the business at hand, in case you weren’t 
aware and because I’m sure you all have inquiring 
minds, September is special because it bridges 
summer and autumn, marking the autumn equinox 
around September 22. Its name means "seven" in 
Latin from the old Roman calendar. It brings back-
to-school routines as millions of students return to 
classrooms worldwide, harvest celebrations like 
Oktoberfest, and features the sapphire birthstone, 
symbolizing wisdom, loyalty, and truth.  
 
Historically September has been the backdrop for 
many major global turning points, ranging from the 
start of catastrophic conflicts to defining moments 
in American and world governance. For instance: 
 
World Wars and Conflicts: 
• September 1, 1939: Germany invaded Poland. This act started World 
War II in Europe. 
 
• September 2, 1945: Japan formally signed surrender documents aboard 
the USS Missouri. This ended World War II, celebrated as V-J Day. 
 
• September 3, 1783: The Treaty of Paris was signed. It officially ended 
the American Revolutionary War.  
 
Modern History and Tragedies: 
• September 11, 2001: Terrorists hijacked four commercial airliners in 
the worst attack on U.S. soil. This led to the creation of the Department 
of Homeland Security and shaped modern global security.  
 
 

• September 17, 1862: The Battle of Antietam took place during the 
American Civil War. It remains the single bloodiest day in American 
military history.   
 
Foundations and Governance: 
• September 16, 1810: Miguel Hidalgoy Costilla issued the Grito de 
Dolores, sparking the Mexican War of Independence from Spain. 
 
• September 17, 1787: Delegates to the Constitutional Convention 
signed the United States Constitution in Philadelphia. 
 
Other than the brief historical events mentioned 
above, there is an event which is near and dear to 
Corvette owner’s heart, as September 2nd 1994, 
marks the anniversary of the National Corvette 
Museum, which hosts major milestone celebrations 
and hall of “Fame Inductions” during the month. 
This year the inductions occur on Saturday, 
September 5, during the museum's 32nd 
Anniversary Celebration. There will be four 
inductees this year: Kirk Bennion - Visionary exterior 
design manager, Harlan Charles - Longtime 
Corvette product manager, John Middlebrook - 
Former senior General Motors executive recognized 
for his significant contributions and support of 
Corvette racing, and last but not least, James 
Schefter - The late automotive journalist and author 
renowned for chronicling the development and 
history of the Corvette.   
 
Keeping in tune with September’s birthdays, the 
Chevrolet Corvette was officially released to the 
automotive press for testing on September 29, 
1953.  Yes, George that means September is the 
historic birth month for our beloved Corvette.  
 
Lastly, Since this is baseball season, there is one 
other notable fact that I’d like to mention, the St. 
Louis Cardinals baseball team’s president, Mark 
Lamping, presented team member Mark McGwire 
with a red 1962 Corvette, after McGwire hit his 62nd 
home-run of the season. This occurred on 
September 8th, 1998 immediately after he hit his 
record-breaking home run of the season, at Busch 
Stadium.   
 
That’s all folks,  Redden 



 
 
1 What year did Corvette 
first offer Power Steering  
    1962 
    1963 
    1964 
    1965 
  
2 What year did Corvette 
first offer Power Brakes 
     1961 
     1962 
     1963 
     1964 
 
3  How many years did 
Corvette offer "36 Gal gas 
tank" 
      3 years 
      4 years 
      5 years 
      6 years 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.  What was the first year 
the Corvette was the 
Indy500 Pace Car 
       1975 
       1976 
       1977 
       1978 
 
5    What year was 
Corvette 50th Anniversary  
        2000 
        2021 
        2022 
        2003 
 
6      What year was Corvette the 
Official Car of "America's Cup 
        1991 
        1992 
        1993 
        1994 
 
 
 
 

7.      What year were "Disc 
Brakes"standard on Corvettes 
         1963 
         1964 
         1965 
         1966 
 
8        How many years did 
Corvette DID NOT have a 
Convertible  
          10 years 
          11 years 
          12 years 
          13 years 
 
9.        What year was the first 
year" Mid-Engine"Corvette  
           2018 
           2019 
           2020 
           2021 
 
10.       What year did the National 
Corvette Museum open 
            1960 
            1970  
            1985 
            1994

The Answers to 
trivia Questions 
from last month’s 
newsletter

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

Are You A Trivia Vette-ran!

10 Trivia Questions 10 Trivia Questions

Circle or check your answer
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SUNSHINE REPORT: 
 

Ralph Johnson 
Recovery 

 
Sandy Richards 

Hip Surgery Recovery



San Bernardino..........................Phone: 909-885-6503
420 E. Hospitality Lane  Suite A7 & A8 

New Hours ...........................................Open Sunday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Except Tuesday 6am-1pm and Thursday 10:30-5:30pm 

 
Ontario......................................Phone: 909-987-3158

1959 East Fourth Street 
New Hours..................................Open Sunday, Tuesday-Friday 7am-2pm 

Except Mondays 10:30-5:30pm 
 

La Quinta...................................Phone: 760-777-8844
79-215 Corporate Centre Drive 

New Hours ...........................................Open Sunday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Except Wednesday 10:30-5:30pm 

 
Riverside ...................................Phone: 951-687-2530

4006 Van Buren Blvd. 
New Hours.........................................Open Sunday - Saturday 7am-2pm; 

Except Thursdays 10:30-5:30pm 

Victorville..................................Phone: 760-843-9700
12520 Business Center Drive 

New Hours.........................................Open Sunday - Saturday 7am-2pm; 
Except Thursday 10:30-6:30pm 

 
Murrieta....................................Phone: 951-973-7777

40365 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, Suite 1 
 

Rancho Mirage...........................Phone: 760-797-8496
42390 Bob Hope Dr., Suite 1B 

New Hours..................................Open Sunday & Monday 10:30-5:30pm; 
Closed Tuesday & Thursday; Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 7am-2pm 

 
Hemet.....................................909-386-6803  EXT. 181

3377 W. Florida Ave. 
New Hours ........................Open Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7am-2pm; 

Except Monday Thursday 10:30-5:30pm; Closed Friday & Saturday 

BLOOD BANK CENTERS ARE LOCATED AS FOLLOWS:

Welcome to the warm days of Summer.  Wait, did I 

say warm?  That was a mistake on my part. How 

about the HOT, HOT days of August!  

  

Stay out of the sun, stay hydrated, and try to stay 

cool.  A good way to stay cool is to visit a local 

Blood Bank.  These facilities are cool and 

comfortable. 

 

Plus you will be doing something good.  That’s 

right, you will be donating blood, saving some 

one’s life, and if you donate at a Lifestream Center 

you might go home with a freebee, like a shirt or 

tickets to a “66er’s game.  The important thing is 

donating.  There continues to be a need for blood 

and blood products. 

DONATE! 

 

Make donating a priority! 

 

Please donate! 

Bill Dodge

Please make donating a priority in your life.  Save a Life - The life you save may be a loved one.









SPONSOR’S 
REPRESENTATIVE



Membership dues are $145.00 for a period of one year, due November 1st.  This includes a spouse, significant other, or designee, and NCCC membership.  
Renewal dues postmarked after November 1st will be deemed late by NCCC and the member will be assessed an additional $10.00.
*  If your NCCC membership is through another club, your dues with Corvettes West are $95.00/yr.
**       If you become a new member, your first year dues may be prorated.  Please ask by emailing: erennab@outlook.com
***   You will receive Corvettes West’s monthly Newsletter by E-mail.  Please provide email address below.

Please print. Mail this form and a check for $145.00 made out to “Corvettes West”
Mail to: Corvettes West C/O Gene Renna, 19189 Hitching Post Place, Riverside, CA 92508

Reminder: After November 1 Dues Will Be $155.00 (Late Renewal)

MEMBERS’ INFORMATION
Name _________________________________________________________Birthday (Month & Day)_____________________

Address ________________________________________________City______________________State _____Zip__________

Home Phone (_______) ______________________________________ Work (____)__________________________________

Cell Phone (____)______________________E-Mail ____________________________________________________________

Spouse/Designee_____________________________________________________Birthday (Month & Day)__________________

Current NCCC# (Yours) __________________________________________ (Spouse/Designee)_________________________

How did you hear about us?  ❑ Website  ❑ Event   ❑ Member   ❑ Other ______________________________

Have you owned a Corvette before?  ❑ Yes  ❑ No.  If so, how many? ___________________________
Current Corvette(s):  Year_________________ Color__________________________________ ❑ Coupe      ❑ Convertible 

Year___________ Color______________________________   ❑ Coupe      ❑ Convertible     Do you still own:  ❑ Yes   ❑ No

Year___________ Color______________________________   ❑ Coupe      ❑ Convertible     Do you still own:  ❑ Yes   ❑ No

Year___________ Color______________________________   ❑ Coupe      ❑ Convertible     Do you still own:  ❑ Yes   ❑ No

OTHER CLUBS? Name(s) of other Corvette clubs to which you belong:
1. ____________________________________________________________________________ NCCC# __________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ NCCC# __________________

INTERESTS? List events or activities that would be of interest to you:

_________________________________________________           _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________           _________________________________________________

2027 Membership/ Renewal
November 1st, 2026 Through October 31, 2027 P.O. Box 56837

Riverside, CA 92517




